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The goals of healthcare and health policy, and the health-related
dilemmas facing policy makers, professionals, and citizens are analysed
and debated in a range of disciplines, including public health, sociology,
and applied philosophy. The book's core argument is that clinical ethics
needs to be understood in the context of public health ethics. This
entails healthcare ethics embracing ‘the social dimension’ of health
in two overlapping senses: first, the various respects in which health
experiences and outcomes are socially determined; and second, the
ways in which health-related goods are better understood as social
rather then purely individual goods. This broader approach to the ethics
of healthcare includes a concern with the social construction of both
healthcare goods and the roles, ideals, and obligations of agents; that
is to say it focuses upon the ‘value field’ of health-related action and
not only upon the ethics of action within this value field. This book
thus ‘opens up’ the agenda of healthcare ethics both methodologically
and substantively: it argues that population-oriented perspectives are
central to all healthcare ethics, and that everybody has some share
of responsibility for securing health-related goods including the good
of greater health equality. One of its major conclusions is that the
rather limited tradition of health education policy and practice needs a
complete re-think.
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This book explores the complex relationship between women’s presence
and impact in two strikingly different, consecutive congresses. Drawing
on hundreds of elite interviews and archival information, the case studies
of three highly visible policy areas (reproductive rights, women’s health,
and health care policy) move beyond the question of ‘Do women make
a difference?’ to confront the oft-ignored, contested issues surrounding
gender difference and impact: its probabilistic nature, contested
legitimacy, and disputed meaning. The analysis enhances understanding
of how gendered forces at the individual, institutional, and societal levels
combine to reinforce and redefine gendered relationships to power in
the public sphere, and suggests strategies to strengthen substantive
representation of women.
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Principles in Health Economics and Policy is a concise introduction to
health economics and its application to health policy. It introduces the
subject of economics, explains the fundamental failures in the market
for health care, and discusses the concepts of equity and fairness when
applied to health and health care. The book takes a policy-oriented
approach, emphasizing the application of economic analysis to universal
health policy issues. It explores the key questions facing health policymakers across the globe right now, such as: how should society intervene
in the determinants that affect health? How should health care be
financed? How should health care providers be paid? And, how should
alternative health care programmes be evaluated when setting priorities?
Exercises and suggested readings are included after each chapter.
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Individuals working in health research want to be able to use their
findings to influence health policy. However, frequently, research
evidence remains detached from practice, and there is a divide between
research and policy. Research for Health Policy is an introduction to
the emerging genre of applied research for policy decision-making,
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offering new research methods that go beyond the traditional classical
experimental techniques and standard qualitative methods. This
practical and practice-based book is relevant to researchers in different
disciplines and countries, and will equip the reader with the knowledge,
skills, and attitudes needed to deliver policy-relevant research in the
government, not-for-profit, and private sectors. As a book that helps its
reader to develop the blend of strategic people skills, methodological
inventiveness, research entrepreneurship, creative design, and policy
writing know-how that is critical to delivering useful research evidence
for policy, Research for Health Policy is essential reading for anyone
doing, studying, or teaching health policy advocacy and research. It
also has much to offer postgraduate and professional development
students and their educators, who want to move beyond the common
undergraduate focus on policy content areas and policy theory/process,
to learn more advanced practical research skills for policy-making.
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This chapter focuses on one of the most important dimensions of the
diffusion of the health agenda: the opening up of the ‘ends’ of health
policy. It discusses the concept of health and considers the ways in
which various conceptions of health or other health-related goods are,
or ought to be, embodied in policies and practices, as self-consciously
chosen ends or as elements built into the value field. The second part
of the chapter asks some more direct questions about the nature and
boundaries of healthcare and health policy, about the difficulties of
isolating health from health-related goods, or health-related goods from
other goods, and about some of the value tensions inherent in healthrelated discourses.
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Scholars and governments recognise the importance of policy
development and implementation for population health, but there is
a lack of systematic theoretical and conceptual development in the
health field to address the issue. Health Promotion and Policy is the first
book to take an in-depth look at the theoretical advances in the political
sciences including discussing the significance of political economy and
sociology, which have so far made little in-roads into health promotion
development. The book argues that focusing on how public policies
work makes it possible to move beyond the more behavioural ‘health
education’ and to move from political statements to political strategies.
The authors draw from a wide array of theories on the policy process
in the fields of political science and political sociology to illuminate
health promotion strategies and objectives. For example discussing
how Kingdon’s Multiple Streams Model, Sabatier’s Advocacy-Coalition
Framework and policy network theories can help towards greater health
equity, healthy public policies and/or community development. By
providing practical and critical tools, research, and experience based
discussion Health Promotion and Policy discusses how theories can
be used to influence, evaluate, orient or implement health promotion
interventions and policies. This book will be essential reading for
health promoters who want to make a difference by influencing social
determinants of health at the policy level including students, public
health professionals, researchers, practitioners, decision makers and
those concerned with applied policy research.
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This introductory chapter discusses the ‘diffusion of the health agenda’
and its implications for healthcare and healthcare ethics. It begins with
a thumbnail sketch of some fundamental shifts in modern health policy
and services, and looks briefly at some of the philosophical changes
that underpin these shifts — the so-called ‘social turn’ in healthcare.
The chapter then reflects upon some of the implications of this diffused
agenda for healthcare ethics.
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This introductory chapter begins with a brief discussion on the purpose
of the book, which is to provide readers with the ‘hands-on’ knowledge,
skills, and attitudes needed to deliver research for health policy, in the
government, not-for-profit, and private sectors. It focuses on describing
research for health policy in a heuristic, practice-based way. The chapter
then discusses two assertions underpinning the approach in the book and
three different kinds of sources used throughout the volume.
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This chapter introduces the concept of health-policy ethics by exploring
the nature and ethics of health promotion. The main concern is to
highlight the implications of the issues reviewed for the theory and
practice of healthcare ethics when it shifts from a clinical to a more
societal focus. It begins by identifying generalizations about health
promotion broadly conceived and some of the distinctive features of
health-promotion ethics. Some of the fundamental continuities between
health promotion and more conventional healthcare are discussed.
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This chapter begins by briefly reflecting on some of the different senses
of responsibility. It then considers the relationship between specific
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examples of questions about health responsibilities and the more
overarching questions. It is argued that for healthcare ethics, diffused
responsibility means combining ethical analysis of policy contexts and
institutions with work on individual professionals and citizens. We must
examine and find ways of appraising the ethical bases and effects of
the social and institutional arrangements which shape the production of
health experiences and the distribution of health-related entitlements
and obligations. Policy-making has to be evaluated through this lens, and
the actions of individuals judged within this context. Each of these layers
of appraisal is only relatively autonomous. Overall, the judgements made
at each level determine the judgements we make at the others.
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