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This chapter presents a brief conclusion which summarizes the main
argument: that fully legitimate, deliberative, and democratic decision
making can only be of the macro kind, not the micro. It poses questions
for future research and answers a hypothetical question from the
Leicester case, giving a group of protestors six reasons to think that
the outcome of the citizens’ jury was legitimate, and one reason — its
restricted, local scope — to think that it was not.
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Democracy used to be seen as a relatively mechanical matter of merely
adding up everyone's votes in free and fair elections. That mechanistic
model has many virtues, among them allowing democracy to ‘track
the truth’, where purely factual issues are all that is at stake. Political
disputes invariably mix facts with values, however, and then it is
essential to listen to what people are saying rather than merely note
how they are voting. The great challenge is how to implement that
deliberative ideal among millions of people at once. In this book, Goodin
offers a solution: ‘democratic deliberation within’. Building on models
of ordinary conversational dynamics, he suggests that people simply
imagine themselves in the position of various other people they have
heard or read about and ask, ‘What would they say about this proposal’?
Informing the democratic imaginary then becomes the key to making
Page 1 of 6

deliberations more reflective—more empathetic, more considered,
and more expansive across time and distance. After an introductory
chapter, the book has eleven further chapters arranged in three sections:
Preference Democracy (two chapters); Belief Democracy (four chapters);
and Value Democracy (five chapters, including a conclusion).
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This book adds to debates on the international dimensions of
democratisation by exploring the politics and actions of Western
governments, multinational companies, and non-profit organisations
(NGOs). It finds that governments, businesses and NGOs all show
increased concern for democratic trends, but their strategies are beset
by uncertainty and ambivalence.
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The book proposes a unifying conception which shows that the
differences between ‘majoritarian’, ‘consensus’ and other forms of
representative democracy are superficial compared to what unites
them. The common element is the empowerment of the median voter
by making the party (s)he votes for the median party in the legislature.
Comparative evidene covering 21 democracies from 1950-1995 is
assembled to check out the descriptive credentials of this idea, in
contrast to the government mandate which forms the normal description
and justification of democracy as providing ‘a necessary link between
popular preferences and public policy’. Although, spontaneous majorities
rarely emerge, median voter - median party correspondences do (72% of
all governments, 82% under PR). Policy correspondence, distortion, long
term bias, and responsiveness are examined in both static and dynamic
terms. They reveal that underneath short-term fluctuations, the longterm equilibrium positions of governments and median voters map each
other closely. Many other questions about democracy are also raised
and investigated — economic and retrospective voting (‘ kicking the
rascals out’): policy incrementalism, etc. — giving the book an appeal to
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different groups of specialists in political science. The comparative data
on voting, on electoral party and government preferences, and on actual
policy outputs are unsurpassed with regards to comprehensiveness over
nations and time.
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What is the ethical basis of democracy? And what reasons do we
have to go along with democratic decisions even when we disagree
with them? And when do we have reason to say that we may justly
ignore democratic decisions? These questions must be answered if we
are to have answers to some of the most important questions facing
our global community, which include whether there is a human right
to democracy and whether we must attempt to spread democracy
throughout the globe. This book provides a philosophical account of
the moral foundations of democracy and of liberalism. It shows how
democracy and basic liberal rights are grounded in the principle of public
equality, which tells us that in the establishment of law and policy we
must treat persons as equals in ways that they can see as being treated
as equals. The principle of public equality is shown to be the fundamental
principle of social justice. This account enables us to understand the
nature and roles of adversarial politics and public deliberation in political
life. It gives an account of the grounds of the authority of democracy.
It also shows when the authority of democracy runs out. It shows how
the violations of democratic and liberal rights are beyond the legitimate
authority of democracy and how the creation of persistent minorities in
a democratic society, and the failure to ensure a basic minimum for all
persons, weaken the legitimate authority of democracy.
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Why does agency — the capacity to make choices and to act in the world
— matter to us? Why is it meaningful that our intentions have effects in
the world, that they reflect our sense of identity, that they embody what
we value? What kinds of motivations are available for political agency
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and judgment in an age that lacks the enthusiasm associated with the
great emancipatory movements for civil rights and gender equality?
What are the conditions for the possibility of being an effective agent
when the meaning of democracy has become less transparent? This book
addresses these crucial questions by uncovering the political, moral,
philosophical, and religious dimensions of human agency. The book
treats agency as a form of religious experience that reflects implicit
and explicit notions of the good. Of particular concern are the moral,
political, and religious motivations that underpin an understanding of
agency as meaningful action. Through a critical engagement with the
work of theorists such as Judith Butler, Charles Taylor, and Stanley
Cavell, this book argues that late modern and postmodern agency is
found most effectively at work in “projects of regenerating agency” or
critical and strategic responses to loss. Agency as melancholic freedom
begins and endures, this text maintains, through the moral and psychic
losses associated with a broad range of experiences, including the
moral identities shaped by secularized modernity and the multi-fold
forms of alienation experienced by those who suffer the indignities of
racial, gender, class, and sexuality discrimination and oppression. This
book calls for renewing the sense of urgency in our political and moral
engagements by seeing agency as a vocation, where the aspiration
for self-transformation and the human need for hope are fundamental
concerns.
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The small advanced industrial states of Western Europe have been
regarded as a model for political and economic success because they
are both stable and prosperous. The formula for that success combines
a ready embrace of globalization (including European integration) with
strong institutions for domestic redistribution — democratic corporatism
and the welfare state. This book asks whether that formula is stable
over time. By examining the cases of Belgium and the Netherlands, it
shows how the political basis for consensus (consociational democracy)
can break down, how the break down of consensus can undermine
democratic corporatism while bringing the welfare state into conflict,
and how economic performance in world markets can suffer as a result.
Belgium and the Netherlands did not become poorer as a result of their
political transformation, but they did become less flexible and therefore
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less able to make adjustments in response to external shocks. Moreover,
they cannot easily recapture the formula for their past success.
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Deliberative Democracy and Beyond takes a critical tour through
recent democratic theory, beginning with the deliberative turn that
occurred around 1990. The essence of this turn is that democratic
legitimacy is to be found in authentic deliberation among those affected
by a collective decision. While the deliberative turn was initially a
challenge to established institutions and models of democracy, it was
soon assimilated by these same institutions and models. Drawing a
distinction between liberal constitutionalism and discursive democracy,
the author criticizes the former and advocates the latter. He argues that
a defensible theory of democracy should be critical of established power,
pluralistic, reflexive in questioning established traditions, transnational in
its capacity to extend across state boundaries, ecological, and dynamic
in its openness to changing constraints upon, and opportunities for,
democratization.
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This book examines the development of Russia's current federal system
of government from its Soviet origins, through Mikhail Gorbachev's
reforms, to the presidencies of Boris Yeltsin and the early years of
Vladimir Putin. The theoretical relationship between democracy, law,
and federalism is examined with a focus on its application to the
study of post‐authoritarian state systems. Federal institutions shape
political agendas in the constituent units of a federation just as much
as those units influence the shape of the federal whole. Case studies
focus on Russia's 21 ethnic ‘republics’ (out of 89 units in a complicated
multi‐level federal hierarchy) using previously unpublished primary
source materials, including official documents and interviews with key
participants on a variety of institutional levels.
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When constructing environmental policies in democratic regimes, there
is a need for a theory that can be used not only by academics but also
by politicians and activists. So why has the major part of environmental
ethics failed to penetrate environmental policy and serve as its rationale?
Obviously, there is a gap between the questions that environmental
philosophers discuss and the issues that motivate environmental
activists. Avner de‐Shalit attempts to bridge this gap by combining
tools of political philosophy with questions of environmental ethics
and environmental politics. He defends a radical position in relation
to both environmental protection and social policies, in order to put
forward a political theory, which is not only philosophically sound, but
also relevant to the practice of environmental activism. The author
argues that several directions in environmental ethics can be at odds
with the contemporary political debates surrounding environmental
politics. He then goes on to examine the environmental scope of
liberalism, communitarianism, participatory democracy, and socialism,
and concludes that while elements of liberalism and communitarianism
may support environmental protection, it is participatory democracy
and a modified version of socialism that are crucial for protecting the
environment.
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